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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 7 to 10 and 24 to 28 without prejudice or disclaimer of 
subject matter, amend Claims 1 to 6 and 22 to 23, and add new Claims 29 and 30 as shown 
below. Tlie claims, as pending in the subject ^plication, now read as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A controller which can communicate with a 
plurality of image forming apparatuses for executinjg a job and transtnit to one of the 
plurality of image forming apparatuses data for perfonning calibration of the image 
foiming apparatus, comprising: 

a memory unit adapted to store information showing that the calibration of 
one of the plurality of image forming apparatuses is being executed; and ^ 

a job managLQg unit adapted to assign to another of the plurality of image 
forming apparatuses a job assigned to the one of the plurality of image forming 
apparatuse s, in the event that the information is stored by said memory unit even if the one 
of the plurality of image forming apparatuses is ready to accept a job wliosc ealibra t i o u is 
bei n g executed to anothe r of the p lurality of i m age forming appai - atuses - 

2. (Currently amended) A controller according to claim 1 , wherein each of 
the plurality of image forming apparatuses is a printer, and said job managing unit assigns 
to another of the plurality of printers a job for instructing to print which was assigned to 
one of the plurality of printers which corresponds to the stored information wliose 
calib r ation is bchig executed to anotlicr of tlie plmality of piiiitcra . 
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3. (Currently amended) A controller according to claim 1, wherein each of 
the plurality of image forming apparatuses is a copier having a function for reading an 
image, and said job managing unit assigns to another of the plurality of copiers a job for 
instructing to print and a job for instructing to read the image which were assigned to one 
of the pluraUty of copiers which corresponds to the stored information wh o s e calib r ation is 
being c xcv^ut c d tu an o the r o F th e plurality of c o pie r s . 

4. (Previously presented) A controller according to claim 1, wherein the 
calibration is a process for stabilizing an output density fluctuation due to a difference 
among the plurality of image forming apparatuses or due to an environmental change in 
temperature or humidity, 

5. (Previously presented) A controller according to claim 1, fiirtber 
comprising a control unit adapted to output print data for performing the calibration of the 
image forming apparatus to the image forming apparatus, calculate calibration data from a 
measurement result of a printed matter, and output print data indicative of the calculated 
calibration data to the image forming apparatus. 

6- (Currently amended) A controller according to claim 1» whereiu said 
memory unit stores a job and an identifier indicative of the image forming apparatus to 
which said the job has been assigned so as to correspond to each other, and 
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wherein said job managing unit changes the identifier corresponding to the 
job assigned to the one of the plurality of image forming apparatuses appai'alus whose 
caJ i b r ali o n Is being executed to an identifier of another gfthe plurality of image forming 
a pparatuses a p paratus . 

7, to 1 0. (Canceled) 

1 1. (Currently amended) A method of controlling cahbration of an image 
forming apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

storing information showing that the calibration of one of a plurality of 
image forming apparatuses is being executed; and 

assigning to another of the plurality of image forming a pparatuses a job 
assigned to the one of the plurality of image forming apparatuses , in the event that the 
hifonnation is stored by said memory imit even if the one of the plurality of image fonntng 
apparatuses is ready to accept a job wh o se calib r ation is bcmg execut e d to anothe r of the 
plu r ality uf unagc foiming apparatuse s. 

12. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 1 , wherein when 
each of the plurality of image forming apparatuses is a printer, a job for instructing to print 
which was assigned to one of the plurality of printers which corresponds to the stored 
infoTTnation whose cah'biatiou is b e ing e xecuted is as5ig) i ed to another of the pluraUty of 
printers. 
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13. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 1 , wherein when 
each of the plurality of image fonning apparattises is a copier having a function for reading 
an image, a job for instructing to print and a job for instructing to read the image which 
were assigned to one of the plurality of copiers which corresponds to the stored 
^i^ormation wh o se callbiatioii is being executed arc assifined to auoUtci ' o f th e plu r ality of 
c o pi er s . 

14. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
calibration is a process for stabilizing an output density fluctuation due to a difference 
among the plurality of image fonning apparatuses or due to an environmental change in 
temperature or humidity. 

1 5. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 1 , further 
comprising a control step of outputting print data for performing the calibration of the 
image formmg apparatus to the image forming apparatus, calculating calibration data from 
a measurement result of a printed matter, and outputting print data indicative of the 
calculated calibration data to the image forming apparatus. 

16. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 U further 
comprising the steps of: 

storing a job and an identifier indicative of the image fonning apparatus to 
which the job has been assigned so as to correspond to each other, and 
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changing the identifier corresponding to the job assigned to the one of the 
plurality of image forming a pparatuses apparatu s r Ai o s e caUbi*ilion is being executed to an 
identifica: of another of the plurality of image forming apparatuses apparatus. 

17, (Currently amended) A program stored on a computer-readable storage 
medium such that, when executed by a computer, the program causes the computer to 
execute a method for controlling cahbration of an image forming apparatus, the method 
comprismg: 

a memory step of storing information showing that the calibration of one of 
a plurality of image forming apparatuses is being executed; and 

a job managing step of assigning to anotlier of the plurality of image 
formine apparatuses a job assigned to the one of the plurality of image forming 
apparatuses , in the event that the information is stored in said memory step even if the one 
of the plurality of image forming apparatuses is ready to accent a job wlio&e calibration is 
being cxc&iite d to an o the r of the plurality o f image - fmming appai - atuscs . 

18. (Currently amended) A program according to claim 17, wherein each of 
the plurality of image forming apparatuses is a printer, and in said job managing step, a job 
for instmcling to print which was assigned to one of the plurality of printers which 
corresponds to the fitnrftd inf onnation whose iialibra t ion is beiuR cxcwtcd i s aAAigiicd to 
an o tli e i of the plurality o f p r inters . 
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19. (Currently amended) A program according to claim 17, wherein each of 
the plurality of image forming apparatuses is a copier having a function for reading an 
image, and in said job managing step, a job for instructing to print and a job for instructing 
to read the image which were assigned to one of the plurality of copiers which corresponds 
to the stored information whose calibration is being executed are assigned to another of the 
plurality of copiers. 

20. (Previously presented) A program according to claim 17, wherein the 
calibration is a process for stabilizing an output density fluctuation due to a difference 
among the plurality of image forming apparatuses or due to an environmental change in 
temperature or humidity. 

21. (Previously presented) A program according to claim 17, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

an output step of outputting print data for performing the calibration of the 
image forming apparatus to the image forming apparatus; 

a calculating step of calculating calibmtion data from a measurement result 
of a printed matter; and 

a control step of outputting print data indicative of the calculated calibration 
data to the image forming apparatus. 
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22. (Currently amended) A program according to claim 17, wherein 

jB said storing step, a job and an identifier indicative of tbe image forming 
apparatus to which, said the job has been assigned are stored so as to correspond to each 
other, and 

in said job managing step, the identifier corresponding to the job assigned to 
the one of the plurality of image forming a pparatuses appai ' a t us wh o se calibiation is hchig 
e x e cu te d is changed to an identifier of another of the plurality of imaKe forming 
apparatuses a pp aratus . 

23. (Cuirently amended) A memory medium which stores a program stored 
on a computer-readable storage medium such that, when executed by a computer, the 
program causes the computer to execute a program for controlling calibration of an image 
forming apparatus, wherein said program comprises: 

a memory step of storing information showing that the calibration of one of 
a plurality of image forming apparatuses is being executed; and 

a job managing step of assigning to another of the plurality of image 
forming apparatuses a job assigned to the one of the plxirality of image forming apparatuses 
whose calib r ation is - bcing executed t o anoth er of the plm - ali t y o f nnage fo T ming 
a pp a r atuscs .Jn the event that the infoTmation is stored in said memory step even if the one 
of the plurality of image forming apparatuses is ready to accept a job . 

24. to 28, (Canceled) 
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29. (New) A controller which can commuTiicate with a plurality of image 
forming apparatuses for executing a job and transmit to one of the plurality of image 
forming apparatuses data for performing calibration of the image forming apparatus, 
comprising: 

a memory unit adapted to store information showing that the calibration of 
one of the plurality of image forming apparatuses is being executed; and 

a job managing unit adapted to assign a job to another of the plurality of 
image forming apparatuses without assigning the job to the one of the plurality of image 
forming apparatuses, in the event that the information is stored by said memory unit even if 
the one of the plurality of image forming apparatuses is ready to accept a job. 

30. (New) A method of controlling calibration of an image forming 
apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

storing information showing that the calibration of one of a plurality of 
image fbrming apparatuses is being executed; and 

assigning a job to another of the plurality of image forming apparatuses 
without assigning the job to the one of the plurality of image forming apparatuses, m the 
event that the information is stored in said storing step even if the one of the plurality of 
image forming apparatuses is ready to accept a job. 
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